Hawaiian Kingdom History – A very short course  By John Breitmeier
Hawaiian History began in the spring of 1778 when Captain Cook’s ship first spotted Kauai on his way to try to find a northern passage around what we now call Alaska.  Yes, you are going to ask what about pre-1778; well ask this author: “History is the study of the human past as it is described [image: ]in written documents left behind by humans.” https://www.thoughtco.com/what-is-history-collection-of-definitions-171282  Prior to 1778 there are no written documents on Hawaii.  There is a bunch of pre-history.  Figure 1Captain Cook

Cook came back in the Fall and was hailed as a god, Lono, on the Big Island.  At the time the Big Island was the only one called “Hawaii”.  It was a separate kingdom as was Kauai, and Oahu.  The Kingdom of Maui covered the islands of Maui, Molokai, and Lanai.  Cook called the Island chain the Sandwich Islands after his boss in England, not because he was a Hero.  Cook screwed up the godhood thing over a rowboat and was cooked and eaten.  Kalaniʻōpuʻu was king of Hawaii Island at the time and Kamehameha was lurking in the background as a nephew not in line for the throne.
[image: ]When Kalani’opu’u died in 1782, Kamehameha was named not king but warchief for his cousin Kiwalao.  This did not last long.  Kamehameha (The Lonely One) revolted, killed his king and disunited the island into three kingdoms.  He held the west side, his other cousin Keoua (The Rain Cloud) held the south or Kau where it seldom rains, and another uncle reigned in Hilo.  Much killing and raiding ensued until 1789 when Kamehameha captured two English sailors, Isaac Davis and John Young, who were given the choice of being killed or marrying into the royal family as nobility and military advisors.  In the best British tradition, the two men thought for 20 seconds and embraced Kamehameha as king and uncle.  The war to unify the island took a surprising turn for the better shortly thereafter.  In 1790 Kamehameha took Hilo and Puna Districts and much of Keoua’s army was destroyed in a Kilauea eruption.  In 1791, Lonely Kamehameha invited Rainy cousin Keoua to a Kawaihae BBQ at John Young’s place as both the guest of honor and main course.  Rainy attended and was buried in the Hill of the Whale temple foundation as a kickoff to the invasion of Maui.  Figure 2Kamehameha I


[image: June 9 – 15: Vancouver Day, St. Clare, Aboriginal Day Party, Sticky Church . . .Church for ...]During a break in the action Capt. George Vancouver dropped by a few times from 1791-1794.  He accepted Kamehameha’s treaty of allegiance to the British Empire (but apparently lost it on the voyage home), spent some time as a marriage counselor between Kamehameha and Ka’ahumanu,  and left the old boy some cows – which turned out to be the gift that kept on giving as Big K’s granddaughter Kipakane Parker was to find out. Figure 3 Geo. Vancouver

Invasion of Maui, Molokai, and Oahu commenced 1795.  It involved a lot of European weapons and advisors on all sides – and a whole lot of killing!  The Oahu army is literally pushed over a 1000’ cliff at gunpoint.  A big Luau followed involving the sacrifice of former king of Oahu Kalanikupule.  Kamehameha the “Great” earned his kingdom by conquest, not birthright.  In 1810 he added Kauai and Niihau through negotiations after a failed invasion.  This is how the Sandwich Islands became Hawaii’s Islands – it wasn’t a picnic.
In 1819 Kamehameha I died of old age at about 84, the last Hawaiian king to do so.  His son by Queen Keopulani ("Gathering of the Clouds of Heaven") (he had 19 wives but only Keopulani  was of sufficient rank and bloodlines to produce an heir, like breeding prize dogs or racehorses), Liholiho, aka [image: ]Kamehameha II, was set to take over at age 22.  Suddenly a feminist revolution broke out to grab power and destroy the Hawaiian traditional religion.  Ka’ahumanu, aka The Feathered Cloak, Kamehameha I’s favorite but lower ranking wife claimed she was told by the old king on his deathbed that she was to be the Kuhina Nui (a new office), ruling equally with his son. Before this no woman ruled in Hawaii or could eat with the men or eat pork, coconuts, bananas, or red fish or do a lot of other things.   She was a mountain of a woman and had the backing of the old warchief Kalanimoku (the Island of Heaven) aka Billy Pitt, the Queen Mother, and Chief Priest Hewahewa (The Really Wicked One).  The two women ate bananas and pork with men and the whole old religion was headed out the door.  It ended with the last real battle in Hawaii for 77 years and the total destruction of the temples and the banning of the religion.  Then and only then did the missionaries arrive in 1820.Figure 4Keopulani & Ka'ahumanu

“Wait! So you are saying that the Missionaries did not end and ban the Hawaiian religion?”  Yep!  They were rounding Cape Horn on their way there when all this was going down.  And they were 6 married couples in their 20’s and 3 young Hawaiian men with missionary training including the son of the now ex-king of Kauai, George Humehume, so not exactly an invasion force.  Oh, and I forgot to say that they were armed with a printing press and a Hawaiian-English dictionary they developed.  
By 1823 Liholiho had enough of sharing power with Ka’ahumanu and took a trip to England with his favorite wife and his sister by another mother, Kamamalu (The Shade of the Lonely One); the Governor of Oahu, Boki( or Boss) who was “Billy Pitts” brother; and that guy’s wife, Kuina Liliha (Heartsick Queen).  The British king was surprised, but pleased at the Hawaiians discovering England –[image: 1000+ images about Hawaiian Royalty on Pinterest | Hawaii, Royal families and Queen] they made an interesting diversion on the London party cycle until Queen Kamamalu caught the measles and died and became a Shade quickly followed by Lihiliho.  This put a damper on the royal visit and Governor Boki [image: King Liholiho led the Hawaiians’ amazing rise to literacy in the 1820s | Ka'iwakīloumoku]w[image: ]as sent home with the royal bodies and a consolation gift of several trunks of European fancy clothing, on a ship improbably called the HMS Blonde and equally improbably captained by Lord Byron, a relative of the famous poet.  Boki bought countless fruit trees and flowers on the trip back thus starting the invasive plants invasion – probably the best thing he ever did.  After having sold twice as much sandlewood as there was on the Hawaiian islands, he learned his lesson so well that he disappeared on an expedition to rape Samoa of all its sandlewood before they figured out it was valuable.Figure 5Boki & Liliha
Figure 6Kamehameha II
Figure 7Kamamalu

Meanwhile, back in Hawaii, Ka’ahumanu was not missing the boys very much.  She in succession married both the former king of Kauai and his eldest son and then had them killed, effectively finishing the takeover of Kauai which Kamehameha I had not quite managed.  The Merry Widow of Honolulu was in full swing.  The missionaries weren’t really thrilled by that, including George Humehume, the king of Kauai’s other son, but then nobody really asked them.  George quit being a missionary and ran off into the hills of Kauai to fight a guerilla war – I can’t imagine why.   First Queen Mother Keopulani became a Christian and defied Pele in the crater of Kilaeau.  Then Ka’ahumanu sort of converted, but it didn’t change her behavior nearly as much.  The missionaries concentrated on translating the Bible and other books into a written form of the Hawaiian language they developed and founded 900 schools to promote literacy and Christianity – pule and palapala - prayer and book learning.  One of the later missionaries, Betsey Stockton, was a former slave who helped found Lahina Luna High School/College.
[image: young Hawaiian in uniform]The new King was Liholiho’s little brother, Kauikeaouli (Placed in the Dark Clouds), aka Kamehameha III, aka KIII.  He got the job at age 10, though clearly Ka’ahumanu was in charge until old Feather Cloak died in 1832 when Cloudy’s older half sister Kinau, full sister to Shady, took over until she too died in [image: Royalty of the Kingdom of Hawaii]1839.  Then at 25 he really stated ruling.  He was the country’s best king and ruled over 29 years (14 actual).  If he had ruled 40 more this story might have ended very differently.  As it was by 1840, with the help of ex-missionaries, William Richards and Gerrit Judd, he began his best work.  He granted a constitution and Bill of Rights legally freeing the serfs and slaves.  By 1850 he and his advisors had managed a major land reform called the Great Mahele (Great Dividing) that further freed the serfs.   More about that, but first a diversion to recount a series of successful but temporary invasions of Hawaii by European powers which led to the Mahele.Figure 8 Kamehameah III
Figure 9 Elizabeth Kinau

Remember how I said Boss Boki sold more sandlewood than there was?  Well here is why that was important.  Originally Hawaii’s primary value in the global economy was as sort of a giant truck stop on the trading and whaling routes -  hookers, booze, supplies, fresh water, and a piece of dry land to stand on for a while, (sounds uncomfortably like our current tourist -based economy).  It was in the middle of everywhere once you knew where to look for it.  Chinese, European, and American “truckers” and traders all showed up fairly early on for lap dances, luaus, and loot.  Then somebody got bored enough to walk up the mountains and discovered the sandlewood trees that were practically gold in China. The Chinese had burned up most of their sandlewood ages ago. The rush was on.  
This was still in the days of Big K the Great.  He was nobody’s fool and since he owned every acre of land, he cornered the market on sandlewood.  He rationed the supply to keep the price up and used the profits to build an army and navy.  Once he was dead, Ka’ahumanu, having switched to conquest by marriage tactics, needed political allies (she couldn’t marry the entire nobility after all although she was almost big enough) more than ships.  Old Feathers traded sandlewood rights to chiefs for support of the new feminist movement which was still not entirely popular with the guys.  Unlike Big K, the chiefs (ali’i in Hawaiian) were too lazy to walk up the mountain to check on the sandlewood supply.  The truckers were willing to let the ali’i buy literal boatloads of luxury goods on credit based on future sandlewood deliveries which never happened.  Unfortunately, sandlewood grows pretty slowly so is a limited commodity.  If you cut down all the big trees, there are no more small trees either.  The ali’i sent the serfs up the mountain to find more, leaving the fields untended. Apparently, no matter how much you yell at a serf, he cannot be two places at once nor can he cut sandlewood trees that are not there.  And there was no more.  And then there was no more food either.  A bunch of dying ensued.  There was nothing to pay the truckers with.
Truckers and traders didn’t like getting stiffed.  They complained to the Hawaiian government which didn’t want to pay the ali’is’ bills.  So they complained to their own governments which sent warships to collect.  This depleted the royal coffers in a hurry, but the ali’i kept buying things.  There was soon nothing to pay with.  Even truckers cannot go home to either New or old England and tell their wives they were paid with 500 lap dances.  No one wanted poi.  All that was left was land and the King owned all of that and each creditor country was looking to carve up the whole kingdom.  KIII turned to his advisors for help and they came up with a two pronged plan – 1) Send out ambassadors to play the Big Powers off against each other through a series of treaties.  2) Execute land reform – a) Give each of those Big spender ali’i fee simple title to most of the land they were managing at the time, a bit over 1/3 of the 4 million acre Kingdom b) Set aside about 1/3 of the land to fund the government. c) Keep a million acres for himself as Crown Land and d) give title to all the currently farmed land, to the ex-serfs who were already farming it and were not running up big debts.  This was only 29,000 acres but the most valuable land in the kingdom.  That was the Great Mahele.  KIII gets this done and writes an improved Constitution in 1852 and promptly dies, just as he is in his prime.  Worse still he died with no living legitimate children and only one living illegitimate child by a mistress, Jane Young, John Young’s daughter.  That son had no children.
That brings us to Hawaiian Kingdom the Next Generation starting in 1855 and puts his nephew, 21 year old Alexander Liholiho, son of his sister (who was also his brother’s widow) Elizabeth Kinau and Mataio Kekūanāoʻa (the Standing Projection), governor of Oahu, on the throne.  Alex was the first of 5 rulers to come out of this generation – Alex, his brother Lot, Wm Charles Lunalilo, David Kalakaua, and David’s sister Lydia Liliuokalani Dominis the last Queen.  This group and a number of others all went to school together including Lot and Alex’s older brother Moses, their sister Victoria Kamamalu aka the Princess Vicki, Emma Young Rooke granddaughter of John Young and Alex’s Queen Emma, founder of Queen’s hospital, and Bernice Pauahi who was engaged to marry Lot but ended up with banker to be Charles Bishop in 1850 and was way better off.
Cast of Characters
Ruling alumni of Chief’s Children’s School – main Players
· King Alex Kamehameha IV b. 1834 d 1863 29 yo reigned 8 yrs, , one son Albert died age 4 
· Queen Emma, wife of Kamehameha IV  b.1836 d. 1884 49 yo  Granddaughter of John Young, daughter of  Fanny Young, adopted by Dr. Thomas and Grace Young Rooke, one son Albert died age 4  Emma founded Queen’s Hospital
· King Lot Kamehameha V b. 1830 d. 1872 40 yo reigned 9 yrs never married, no acknowledged       children was engaged to Bernice for a while 
· King William Charles Lunalilo b. 1835 d. 1874 39 yo reigned 1 yr never married, no children was engaged to both Vicki and Liliuokalani at times
· King David Kalākaua b. 1836 d. 1891 54 yo reigned 17 yrs  Married Kapiolani, no children
· Queen Liliuokalani b. 1838 d. 1917 79 yo reigned 2 yr  no children but she did adopt her husband’s illegitimate son by Mary Purdy, one of her “posse”.  Spoiler alert!! Lost the kingdom in a failed coup in 1893 when she tried illegally to re-write the Constitution
· [image: Kamehameha V]Princess Victoria Kamāmalu, Kuhina Nui b. 1838 d. 1866, 27 yo never married, no children[image: Queen Emma of Hawaii][image: ]Figure 10 Queen Emma
Figure 11 Kamehameha IV
Figure 12 Kamehameha V

[image: Lunalilo - Wikipedia] [image: Kalākaua]Figure 13 Lunalilo

Figure 14 Kalakaua




Aliʻi alumni supporting cast
· Aliʻi Bernice Pauahi Bishop b. 1831 d. 1884 52 yo  Married Charles Bishop, no children
· Aliʻi Abigail Maheha b. 1832 d 1861 28 yo 1 illegitimate daughter maybe w/ King Lot at age 14
· Ali’I Jane Loeau b. 1828 d. 1873 44 yo 1 non-royal son, she and Abby were daughters of Kuini Liliha, Boki’s wife
· Aliʻi Mary Polly Paʻaʻāina b. 1833 d.1853 20 yo Granddaughter of John Young, daughter of  Fanny Young, adopted by John Ii, 1 daughter 
· Aliʻi Peter Young Kaʻeo b. 1836 d. 1880 44 yo, died of leprosy  Grandson of John Young, son of Jane Young Ka’eo  (Jane or Gini was also mistress of King KIII or “Cloudy”, neither of their children had children) no marriage and no children 
· Aliʻi Elizabeth Kekaʻaniau Pratt  b. 1834 d. 1928 94 yo  Last survivor of the “School Kids”, no children but adopted her niece Theresa Owana Kaʻōhelelani Laʻanui who married Rebel and Congressman Robert Wilcox who enters this story later.
· Prince Moses Kekūāiwa  b.1829 d. 1848 19 yo  never married, no children  engaged to Jane Loeau and a Tahitian princess 
· Prince John William Pitt Kīnaʻu b. 1842 d. 1858 16 yo  never married, no children  son of Princess Ruth who was half sister to Alex, Lot, Moses and Vicki
· Ali'i James Kaliokalani b. 1835 d. 1852 17 yo  never married, no children  older brother of King David and Queen Liliuokalani

Aliʻi alumni as day school - understudies
· Gideon Kailipalaki Laanui  b. 1840 d. 1871 31yo younger brother of Liz Pratt above, “By his marriage to Elizabeth Kamaikaopa Ka-o-paikawekiu-o-kaloni July 12, 1859, they had one daughter, Theresa Owana Kaohelelani Laʻanui (1860–1944). It was reported that Gideon killed his wife (who was known for her beauty) with a pickaxe, but his high status prevented any legal action.” http://ulukau.org/elib/cgi-bin/library?e=d-0sohr-000Sec--11haw-50-20-frameset-book--1-010escapewin&a=d&d=D0.4.88&toc=0  I couldn’t pass mentioning that one.
· Nancy Sumner B 1839 d.1895 55yo  descended from K I’s ship captain Wm Sumner and a K I family member, she married her carriage driver and got disinherited.
· Jane Swinton https://anonui.blogspot.com/2010/10/court-beauties-of-fifty-years-ago.html
· Martha Swinton
· Julia Moemalie
· Mary Ann Kiliwehi b ~1840 d. 1873 ~33 yo another daughter of Liliha  married but no children
· John Mahiʻai Kāneakua b 1860 d. 1936 75 yo  10 children
· Prince David Kawānanakoa b. 1868 d. 1908 40 yo  married Abigail Campbell and had 1 son and 2 daughters, brother to Prince Kuhio, their mother was the sister of Queen Kapiolani, David’s wife and were adopted by the royal couple  Founded Hawaii Democratic Party
· Prince Edward Abnel Keliʻiahonui  b. 1869 d. 1887 18 yo  brother of David and Jonah Kuhio  no children
· Prince Jonah Kūhiō Kalanianaʻole b. 1871 d. 1922 50 yo  Rebel in 1895, 2nd Congressman for Territory of Hawaii 1903, sponsored Hawaiian Homelands Bill 1920.  Married but no children
· Princess Kaʻiulani  b. 1875 d. 1899 23 yo aka Vicki Cleghorn heir to Liliuokalani’s throne never married no children  Died before Lili.
Okay, apologies for all that, but Kingdom the Next Gen had quite a cast for a short 38 year run.  I thought we needed a cast list.  Notice a few things: 1) That of the original 16 Chief’s Children, 5 sat on the throne where only 1 (Alex) was supposed to.  2) If they had lived until 1893 when Queen Lil rang down the curtain on the kingdom, K III would have only been 79 and Alex would have been 60 and Alex’s Prince Albert would have been 35.  3)  There was sure a whole lot of dying young going on.  Of the 16, only Lili and Liz made it to 1893.  4) Most of the 16 had no children or their children had no children.  Not many 3rd Gen heirs.  5) There was a whole lot of drama going on.  Next Gen would make a killer soap opera or mini-series.  Game of Hawaiian Thrones maybe.  Did you catch the pickax wife murder and the mistresses, and the affairs?  Who says history is boring? And we haven’t even got to the politics yet. 6) At least 4 of the 16 cast and 5 of the 11 understudies were part Caucasian.  And 3 of the 8 girls in the School Cast, Lili, Bernice, and Liz married white men. Those 3 also lived the longest.
So racism was not a big thing in the Kingdom, (other than maybe where Asians were concerned).  Alex and Lot got their first taste of it in 1850 on an American/European tour with Gerrit Judd as chaperon.   In Philadelphia on a train they were refused service for being too dark.  They both thought English royal pomp and circumstance was cool.  When Alex was king as Kamehameha IV, he and Emma converted from American Congregationalism to British Anglicanism.  Emma had a royal male heir, Prince Albert, with John Young’s genes included in 1858 and all seemed well.  The Queen of England Victoria became his godmother. In 1859 Alex and Emma founded Queens Hospital the first real hospital in the Kingdom.  And then it all fell apart.  In 1859, someone convinced Alex that his friend and secretary, Henry Neilson, was having an affair with Emma.  Alex shot him only to find out it was not true.  Henry took 2 years to die and Alex moped and drank and blamed himself.  In 1862 little son Albert died at only 4 yo.  Alex thought his throwing cold water on the boy caused the death and moped and drank more.  By 1863 he drank himself to death while the US Civil War raged on the mainland.
Enter King Lot, Kamehameha V.  K V was not a man of the people.  In fact, he pretty much detested the common subject as beneath him and a positive nuisance.  He particularly did not like his Uncle K III’s 1852 constitution, that gave all adult males a vote and let them run for office.  So he asked the legislature to change the constitution and add property and literacy requirements to bar the riff raff from the political process.  When they refused to disenfranchise themselves, he decided in 1864 to do it himself against the law.  His new constitution also put a stake through the heart of Feather Cloak’s feminist revolution by abolishing the office of Kihina nui she invented. This would inspire Queen Liliuokalani to try the same rewriting the Constitution thing 28 years later.  People were afraid of and respected Lot.  No one was afraid of Lili. In 1864 Lot sold the whole island of Niihau and a part of Kauai to the Scottish noble family, Sinclair, who own it to this day.  It was sold for $10,000 in gold which Lot was glad to get.  After his engagement to Bernice Pauahi was called off, Lot never married and had no children he acknowledged, despite a rumor that he got Abby Maheha pregnant when they were teens in school. Lot apparently reinstated the medical kahunas or witchdoctors at a time when people were dying like flies of multiple epidemics. Amazingly that did not stop the dying.  Dr. Gerrit Judd tried to found a medical school in 1870 but died in 1873 before it got really established.  It would be another 100 years before Hawaii had a medical school.  
So, when Lot died in 1872, his sister the Princess Vicki having died in 1866 childless, no one was left to inherit the throne directly.  On his deathbed Lot asked Bernice to take the throne, but she refused.  His half sister Ruth volunteered and everybody else refused.  
[image: ]       [image: The Honolulu Advertiser | Celebrating 150 Years]Figure 15 Princess Victoria
Figure 16 Princess Bernice

Figure 17 Princess Ruth
[image: The Forgotten One: Princess Ruth Keelikōlani Of Hawaii. Everyone forgets the fat girl ...]
         
This brought about the oxymoron of a king election, something only Poland did elsewhere.  The two candidates were Wm Charles Lunalilo, the people’s choice, and David Kalakaua, the merry monarch to be.  The election was supposed to be in the legislature, but Chuck decided to hold his own unofficial general election which he somehow won, and dared the legislature to vote differently.  Davy lost and was pissed.  Chuck was crowned and died in about a year.  Since Chuck had no kids and hadn’t thought to appoint a successor so soon, Davy was pleased and ready to run again.
This time Davy insisted on no popular vote and paid off the legislators in booze.  Queen Emma thought she was a shoo in since she had experience wearing a crown, but the honest legislators stayed bought.  Emma’s supporters rioted and threw the drunken legislators out of the windows.  Since the police and army were pretty much worthless, Davy had to beg the captains of the British and American warships to send armed sailors to rescue him.  Another foreshadowing of 1893, only this time the sailors really did bust some heads, which they didn’t do in ‘93.
[image: ]Thus was crowned the Merry Monarch for the first but not last time.  David worked far harder at becoming king than being king.  They didn’t call him the Merry Monarch for nothing.  He was a pretty good ethnographer and patron of the arts but he was a lousy king and not a particularly good human being.  He rejected Christianity and kinda sorta tried to revive the old Hawaiian religion and customs.  Not the Real old religion with human sacrifice, bans on what women could eat, prostration towards passing ali’I, and Temple worship, just the fun cool parts like the lap dances, luaus, and loot part.  If you read his book you find he really did not believe in the old Hawaiian gods, he just found them fun and a good excuse for an orgy now and again.  Business wise, sugar cane started to come into it’s own during his reign as you can see on the graph above. Davy borrowed money from the Sugar King, Klaus Spreckles.  Figure 18https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sugar_plantations_in_Hawaii

[image: ]Davy had an unfortunate taste for yes men and con artists as his advisors.  Celso Moreno and Walter Murry Gibson were the worst.  Moreno took Half Native Hawaiian Robert Wilcox and others to Italian military schools.  Gibson was always good for a cracked brain and expensive notion.  Take Samoa away from the German Empire’s navy as the start of a Trans-Pacific Empire with one former bird dropping freighter captained by a drunk and crewed by the reform school boys, sure why not?  Have the king try to marry his niece into the Japanese Imperial family while traveling round the world to find sugar cane workers for his friends and creditors, absolutely.  Decide that the original coronation was not fancy enough?  Well why not do it again, whether your income covers the cost or not?  Let the legislature find the money.  Are sugar cane tax revenues down?  Hey why not have an economy based on drugs and gambling to suck more money out of the imported farm workers?  You can even sell the opium monopoly twice to different people.  Figure 19 Walter Murry Gibson

Eventually in 1887 the legislature and the business community got tired of all this.  They had tried talking but the king hadn’t tried listening.  So, they got their guns out of the closet, marched down to the palace, and had a heart to heart with the king and Gibson. No foreign sailors, soldiers or marines were involved at all.  This was the real overthrow of the monarchy, not the 1893 affair.  Gibson was sent to San Francisco, one way, freight paid and even kept his Hawaiian land holdings, much of Lanai which he bought with stolen Mormon Church funds.  The king was allowed to stay on but it was explained that it was ceremonial only- the part he did pretty well.  The rebels sat down and rewrote the constitution yet again (called the Bayonet Constitution) pretty much returning to K III’s 1852 version.  It removed property requirements for voting for the lower house and going farther turned the House of Nobles from appointed by the king for life to a House of Lords/Senate style body voted on by the upper class for the upper class but with 6 year terms.	Other than a couple of abortive revolutions by Robert Wilcox brought back from Italy with an Italian countess wife for comic relief, all went well for 4 years, until King Davy died in late 1891.
[image: ]At that point Queen Lilioukalani took over.  This was a disaster for the kingdom.  Lydia Lilioukalani Dominis was a pretty good song writer, a great partier, and a dutiful church lady, but she was one of the most unself-aware and inept individuals to ever wear a crown.  She had missed the revolution since she and Queen Kapiolani were in London for Queen Victoria’s golden Jubilee party, but she did know it happened and was serving as Princess Regent under oath to the new constitution when her brother died.  Maybe if her American born husband John Dominis hadn’t died the year she was crowned, he could have talked sense to her.  As it was, she was determined to be a real queen and undo what had been done to her brother.  She resumed the drugs and gambling initiative which had been voted out.  Then she followed up with the big mistake.  She announced to everybody that she was unilaterally rewriting the constitution just like King Lot did.  Only she was not the grandson of Kamehameha the Great and no one respected her.  Her cabinet begged her not to do it but she insisted.  The 1887 crowd dusted off their rifles and ended her coup without the help of a few US marines and sailors who only guarded the US Consulate. She tried abdicating to the US Counsel, hoping the US would put her back on the throne but the US Congress decided to remain out of it and recognized the new Republic of Hawaii but refused to annex it at that time. 40,000 Native Hawaiians did nothing to stop the overthrow and did not protest annexation in 1898.Figure 20 Liliuokalani at Queen Victoria’s Jubilee

In between those two dates came the brief Republic and the last ride of the Royal School Understudies, the last revolt of Bobby Wilcox in 1895.  It was a very brief but bloody uprising.  US President Cleveland sent rifles.  Johnny Wilson the son of the queen’s marshal and future mayor of Honolulu ran the guns ashore but there were not enough volunteers to use them, so they buried some in Lili’s garden.  Bobby (future first Congressman from the territory of Hawaii) and King Davy’s wife’s nephews Jonah (Second Congressman) and David, future territorial legislator John Wise, and John Lane (2nd mayor of territorial Honolulu) were all leaders in Bobby’s ali’i last stand.  Again the 40,000 commoners just watched and did not join in.  It was over in a few days.  Lili abdicated again – this time clearly to the Republic since foreign troops were nowhere to be seen.  Everybody named here seemed to welcome US annexation 3 years later and was happy to take an oath to the US constitution and serve in Territorial office, some for decades.  
[image: ]     [image: ][image: ]Figure 21 Prince Jonah Kuhio
Figure 22 John Wilson

Figure 23  Robert Wilcox
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